2003 ~ HIGHLAND’S HORSE INDUSTRY 

ECONOMIC IMPACT STUDY

                              Information and Statistics compiled by Sharon Greene                   8-8-04                                                                                   

According to the latest statistics released from the Michigan Horse Council and MSU, Michigan’s horse industry generates over $2.5 Billion Dollars annually to our economy.  Each horse generates approximately $5,000 annually to the economy.  

There are 130,000 horses in Michigan 


100,000 families own horses


130,000 tons of grain


23,375 bales of hay 
Oakland County has largest number of horses – 7,000+ in 1996 survey conducted by MSU.
Highland has over 750 horses – 2003 Survey – conducted by Oakland Equestrian Coalition
96+ active horse farm locations 
2 horse tack/equipment stores – Milford Saddlery and Highland Feed
2 horse-feed businesses – Highland Feed and one private
11 Indoor arenas
1 Horse rental facility – Highland Recreation

10+ Training facilities 
29+ Boarding facilities 
6+ Breeding facilities
2 Children’s summer horse-camp riding programs – Highland Recreation Area and private
1 Huron Valley Schools Continuing Ed. horse lesson program  -- at Peterson’s Farm 

2 New conservancies w/public horse trails (Foley developments)

1 State Park -- Highland Rec. has 12 miles of horse trails – expanding in the future

1 Horse overnight camping facility -- Highland Rec. – expanding in the future
1 Equestrian Field -- Huron Valley Equestrian Field has 20 acres, 4 arenas and a clubhouse

1 Varsity high school interscholastic equestrian team – Milford High School (First in USA)
1 Junior interscholastic equestrian team – Highland Middle School (First in USA)
4 Recognized registered non-profit status clubs – 2 4H, 1 US Pony Club, 1Trail Club 
1 Full service farm equipment/tractor sales store – Bakers

3 Car/truck dealerships – Jay Chevrolet, LaFontaine Pontiac, M-59Dodge
1 Lumber Yard – Highland Lumber (closed 2003)

1 Lumber/Drywall store – Iverson’s

3 Hardware stores – Gilroy’s, ACO, Peter’s True Value
1 Horse and Agrarian Conservancy Organization – Highland Equestrians 
Highland’s horse industry influence and economic impact:
Construction and lumber companies for barns, stables and arenas

College Equestrian Scholarships – at Milford High

Equine Veterinarians, Riding Instructors Trainers, Farriers--Blacksmiths  and related income
Commercial Buildings, employers and employees at farms, saddlery , feed and tractor stores  

Recreation for individuals, clubs, families

Horse Sports Competitions
Feed and hardware stores – hay, grain, supplements, basic barn and fencing supplies
Farming income – hay, oats and corn fields

Real Estate, Property, Sales 

Equestrian Clinics, Meets, Shows – at Huron Valley Equestrian Field and local barns
Fuel Taxes and Fuels Sales:  Gas, Diesel and Propane

State Park with permits and camping fees

Family horse farms

Fencing suppliers and installers

Boarding-Training facilities (private and commercial) – income from sales, boarding, training 

Breeding facilities income 
Mounted Law Enforcement – Oakland County Mounted Division (several live in Highland)
Insurance for farm, equipment (tractors, etc.), horse trailers, trucks and livestock 

Specialty stores – clothing, saddles, bridles and equipment
Transport services

Youth Programs and leadership  – 2 Equestrian Teams, 2 4H and 1 Pony Club

Adult/Family Riding Clubs – Highland Trail Riders
Truck, SUV sales, service and repairs
Equine Publications - Highland Feed Newsletter, The Highland Equestrian Publication, and the 

                                   Oakland Equestrian Coalition www.oaklandequestrians.org  website 
Notes:  In 2002, Highland Twp. Board, recognizing it’s heritage of horses and looking to protect green space, voted 100% to become an equestrian community.   Highland’s DDA 2004 preliminary site plan includes restrooms, water troughs, stabling facility and hitching posts in the new-to-be-restored hamlet of Highland Station.  This location directly adjoins Highland Recreation’s 6,000 acres of State Park with 12 miles of horse trails and overnight camping facilities for horses.  


